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Forward by  President Lhou Lmarbouh 
 

 

It is a privilege for me to introduce the PAM Annual Report, for the year 2015, on the 

activities and achievements of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, at the onset 

of my mandate.  

 

The situation of the Mediterranean basin remains extremely difficult. We are experiencing, in 

all directions, the threats, effects and consequences of terrorism, migration and social distress.  

 

Violent extremism and terrorism continue to cause fear among the population of our 

countries, while many governments are forced to adopt and implement protective measures, 

which are often perceived as limiting and reducing human and civil rights. We are witnessing 

the results of regional instability, as Syria and Iraq are still confronting the occupation by ISIS 

hordes and Libya is struggling to achieve functioning state institutions. The Palestinian-Israeli 

peace process is not progressing and the frustration of the population is rendering the 

situation only worse.  

 

As a result of the war in Iraq and Syria, millions of refugees have sought protection in 

neighbouring countries, from where many attempt to cross to Europe to escape the hardship 

of the camps. In addition to refugees, and pushed by extreme poverty, millions of inhabitants 

from the Sahel region risk their life, on a daily basis, by first crossing the Sahara and then 

from Libya to Europe. Both refugees and migrants are often the consenting victims of human 

traffickers.  

 

From a socio-economic point of view, the present context is not favourable to integrated trade 

and foreign investments, resulting in high rates of unemployment that affect all our countries. 

The main touristic flows are now heading to other regions of the globe considered safer.  

 

PAM is confronted with all this and must work towards a number of concrete targets in order 

to fully play its role as an instrument of parliamentary diplomacy at the service of its 

members and the populations they represent. In a world where Europe is no longer the 

economic centre, it is imperative to sustain the development of the South, so as to be able to 

support an overall growth for the Euro-Mediterranean region at large. Political stability and 

security are conditions required to attract investments, promote regional trade and boost 

labour market. This is required for the entire region and individual countries. As already 

included in the PAM work plan, I will endeavour to implement specific initiatives dedicated 

to individual countries and the region as a whole.  

 

The Mediterranean is a cradle of civilizations and the birthplace of the three monotheist 

religions. This is why we have to build on our heritage, culture, tradition, common values and 

shared interests so as to be able to create the opportunities needed to address, without delay, 

the current crisis in order to achieve, through the instrument of parliamentary diplomacy, in 

which PAM excels, a better present and future for our people.  

H.E. Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh 
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The Tenth Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) was hosted by 
the Parliament of Albania, in Tirana on 18 and 19 February 2016. It was the first time that the PAM 
Plenary was convened in a country of the Balkan region. With more than 200 participants, 
presentations and discussions over the two days focused primarily on the most urgent challenges of the 
political and economic environment, with the populations in the Mediterranean region facing war, 
conflict, and terrorism.  

 

In the Opening Session, both the Prime Minister, Hon. Edi 
Rama, and the Speaker of Parliament, H.E. Ilir Meta, of 
Albania expressed their concern about the current situation 
in the region and beyond, in particular the migration flow 
resulting from conflicts in the Middle East. In a video 
message, the UN Secretary-General, H.E. Ban Ki-moon, 
stressed the cooperation with PAM, and called for the 
participation in the World Humanitarian Summit to be held 
in Istanbul in May 2016.  

During the opening ceremony the formal endorsement of the 
appointment of the new PAM President, Sen. Lhou 
Lmarbou, was confirmed by acclamation. The President 
augured that the 10th Anniversary of PAM would contribute 
to the promotion of peace and development not only in the 
Mediterranean region but also globally.  

 

 

This being an Anniversary Session of the Plenary, the meeting followed a different format and concentrated on an open debate 
between parliamentarians and key speakers on current issues and cooperation between parliaments and regional institutions.  

 

Following the Opening Ceremony three sessions were dedicated to political developments; economic and environmental 
challenges; and migration, inter-cultural dialogue and other social issues. In total 18 keynote addresses were given by 
representatives from the Governments of Albania and Morocco, United Nations and UN Special Agencies, the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the European Investment Bank 
(EIB). The sessions were chaired respectively by Sen. Dr. Mohammed Halaiqah (Jordan), Hon. Pedro Roque (Portugal) and 
Hon. Bila Qassem (Palestine). 
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During the debates there was a general agreement that only through close cooperation, the Mediterranean can overcome the 
current stalemate and design a new road map for the future generations.  

 

The recurring views at the 10th PAM Plenary Session were: 

  

 The problems of terrorist acts, mass migration, war, and tensions between states, affecting all countries in the 
region, must be addressed through confidence building and mutual comprehension between states. 

 The fight against illicit trafficking of humans, drugs, arms and contraband products, terrorism and 
corruption requires a profound change in thinking. 

 Cross border, regional and international cooperation is needed to establish the rule of law to fight terrorism 
and unlawful migration.  

 To manage the large migrant flow, greater coherence and solidarity are needed to find a balance between the 
respect for the individual rights and challenges of xenophobia and rising nationalism. 

 Greater cooperation is also required to reach a strategic approach with European countries willing to work 
together to address the challenges of the migration flow that cannot be met by Greece or Turkey alone.  

 Implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and creation of climate change capacity 
require active involvement of Parliamentarians and adequate financial resources. 

 Parliaments must promote allocation of funds to development rather than armament. 

 Climate change is threatening food security and causing land degeneration, and will affect human health 
through the spread of diseases, threats to biodiversity, and destruction of various species of flora and fauna. 

 International cooperation must aim at providing diversification and safer markets for electricity. 

 As employment is a major challenge in the fight against poverty and efforts for economic growth, vocational 
training needs to be promoted as the only guarantee for dignified work and payment. 

 The cycle of disintegration and reintegration of the region must be disrupted through a joint cultural 
foundation. 

 A more coherent and collaborative approach is needed between political actors, development actors, and 
environmental practitioners to stop the growth of violent extremism. 

 Legislation on migration and relocation needs to be better organised, with different trains of focus and 
policymaking joining forces to bring about a more holistic approach. 

 A truly comprehensive approach is needed to offer protection and opportunities for legal migration.  
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In 2015, PAM was particularly active on Counter-Terrorism, in response to a specific request by the 
UN Security Council CTC, due to the consequences of the conflicts in Syria and Iraq, in particular 
the criminal actions carried out by Foreign Terrorist Fighters in the region. 

 

On 17-19 February 2015, the PAM Secretariat assisted the International 
Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law (IIJ), the UN and the EU, in organ-
ising, in Malta, a technical meeting dedicated to “Designing Effective 
Workshops to address the Foreign Terrorist Fighter Phenomenon within a 
Rule of Law Framework”. On the sidelines of the seminar, PAM invited to 
its Headquarters MPs from Algeria and Morocco, as well as officials from a 
number of international organizations, for a briefing on PAM activities on 
counter-terrorism.  

 

Following a specific request from the UN, in September 2014, for PAM’s 
assistance in the implementation of the legislative aspects of UN Security 
Council Resolution 2178, PAM organized, in collaboration with the UN 
Counter Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED), the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) and the European Union (EU), a high level meeting 

on counter terrorism for Parliamentarians of the Maghreb region. The event, which was kindly hosted by the Italian Senate, in 
Rome, on 26-27 February, focused on “The oversight of law enforcement and security services in the fight against terrorism”. 
During the conference, the situation in Libya featured prominently, due to the growing presence of terrorist groups in the coun-
try, and their impact on stability in the region. PAM also organized a series of bilateral meetings for the Libyan delegation with, 
inter alia, the President of the Italian Senate, the President of the Foreign Relations Committee, and members of the PAM Bu-
reau and the PAM Secretary General.  

 

On 3-5 March 2015, Sen. Mohammed Halaiqah (Jordan), President of the PAM 1st Standing Committee, 
represented PAM at the UN World Humanitarian Summit Consultations, for the Middle East and North 
Africa region, which were held in Jordan. This event was part of a global consultations process, launched 
by the UN SG, aimed at shaping the agenda for the main summit to be held in Turkey in 2016.  

 

During the same month, PAM Secretary General 
met, in Malta, with Dr. Fadeel Lameen, Chair-
man of the National Dialogue Preparatory Com-
mission for Libya. The current developments in 
Libya were discussed, and PAM reaffirmed its 
commitment to dialogue, negotiations, and to 
reaching a political solution to the Libyan crisis. 

 

 

 

 

On 18 March, following the terrorist attack that took place in Tunis 
on the Bardo National Museum, PAM, on behalf of its parliamen-
tarians, formally expressed its solidarity to the country, and reiterat-
ed its full support to the President of the Tunisian Parliament, the 
Government and citizens in continuing to promote and strengthen, 
in collaboration with the UN, the European Institutions, and all oth-
er International Organizations, the fight against terrorism. 
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On 23 March, PAM co-organized the First Re-
gional Conference: “Foreign Terrorist Fighters: 
Threat Assessment and Identification of Key 
Issues and Challenges in the National Legisla-
tive Frameworks”, which was held in Valletta, 
Malta. The purpose of the meeting was to launch 
the UN five-year initiative on Criminal Justice 
Responses to Foreign Terrorist Fighters, at 
which UNODC and PAM worked together in 
assuring the full Parliamentary engagement in 
fighting the Foreign Terrorist Fighters. PAM 

was represented at this meeting by Hon. Justyne Caruana, Head of the Maltese 
delegation. 

 

On 24 March, PAM Secretary General met the new Ambassador of the Russian 
Federation to Malta, at the Headquarters in St. Julian’s. The Secretary General 
discussed with the Ambassador priority issues for both sides, including the Libyan, 
Syrian and Ukrainian crisis, terrorism, the FTF phenomenon, and also the sanc-
tions against Russia. 

 

On 24-26 March, a PAM delegation participated at the 12th Dubai International Humanitarian Conference (DIHAD), in the 
United Arab Emirates. Sen. Lhou 
Lmarbouh (Morocco) addressed 
the conference on PAM’s activi-
ties on water and energy issues. 
PAM Secretary General also 
stressed PAM’s commitment to 
humanitarian assistance to civil-
ians in conflict, as well as the need 
to effectively address the rise in 

human trafficking operations in the Mediterranean. 

 

On the occasion of the 132nd Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union on 28 March – 1 April, a PAM high level delegation, 
headed by President Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah (Morocco), and including PAM Vice President, Hon. Tayseer Quba’a 
(Palestine), and Honorary PAM President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso (Italy), travelled to Hanoi, Vietnam. In his speech, President 
Biadillah underlined the contribution of PAM to the efforts of the international community on the most urgent matters for the 
Mediterranean region; such as the fight to terrorism and the situation in Syria and Libya. He also stressed the cooperation with 
the counter-terrorism committee of the UNSC. 

 

On 28-29 April, at the request of the UNSG, and upon the invitation of 
the Syrian Parliament, PAM conducted a mission to Damascus and Bei-
rut. The delegation was headed by PAM Secretary General, who was ac-
companied by Hon. Bilal Kasem (Palestine) and PAM Deputy to the Sec-
retary General, Mr. Mourad Youssry. The PAM mission was intended to 
review the situation in the Palestinian Refugees Camp of Al Yarmouk, 
following the attacks on the Camp, located in the outskirts of Damascus, 
by extremist militia groups, which deepened the humanitarian crisis in 
Syria and the region. Regarding the Yarmouk Camp, Hon. Bilal had the 
opportunity to discuss the situation with the Palestinian officials in Da-
mascus responsible for the camp. In Damascus, the delegation met with 
the Speaker of the Parliament, members of the Parliamentary Committee 
for Foreign Affairs and those for the Committee on National Reconcilia-
tion, the Syrian Deputy Prime Minister, and the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs. Discussions focused on the political process for peace, the new 
round of the Geneva negotiations, the challenges posed by terrorist activi-
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ties in the country and humanitarian assistance. The delegation also met with members of the foreign diplomatic corps assigned 
to Damascus, the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator, and 
leaders of the Palestinian community in Syria. In Beirut, PAM dele-
gates met with the President of the Lebanese Parliament, senior offi-
cials of the United Nations humanitarian operations and UN 
ESCWA to discuss the current situation in the Middle East crisis, 
and the massive displacement of civilians. 

 

On 12-16 May 2015, PAM participated at the 11th Plenary Session 
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean 
(PA-UfM), hosted by the Assembly of the Republic of Portugal in 
Lisbon. The Assembly was represented by Sen. Amoruso, Honorary 
President of PAM, and PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi. 
In his address to the Plenary, dedicated to “Immigration, Asylum and Human Rights in the Euro- Mediterranean Region”, Sen. 
Amoruso reminded that security in Europe depends on security in the Mediterranean. He reiterated the need to further strengthen 
collaboration among institutions like the UfM-PA and PAM, which in their complementary but unique roles, can propose con-
crete solutions to the diverse problems of the region. The Lisbon event also served as an occasion for a number of bilateral meet-
ings, among which with the Vice President of the European Parliament, Hon. David Maria Sassoli, and other senior EU offi-
cials, on the reinforcement of cooperation between the two institutions. 

 

On 16-17 May, PAM participated at the NATO Parliamentary Assem-
bly’s spring session, in Budapest, Hungary. PAM was represented by Sen. 
Dr. Mohammed Halaiqah, who, after highlighting some of the activities 
on pressing security issues in the region, namely terrorism, proposed clos-
er cooperation between PAM and the NATO PA, so that MPs could bene-
fit from the wealth of experience, knowledge and specialization of the two 
assemblies.  

 

PAM also organized a Parliamentary Hearing on “Extremism, Terrorism, 
and tragedies of illegal immigration in the Mediterranean: which policies 
to face these renewed challenges?”, which was generously hosted by the 
Parliament of Morocco, in Rabat, on 26 May 2015. At this meeting, PAM 
MPs tackled, in a unified manner, key issues of competence of its three 
Standing Committees, so ensuring the coherence of the debate and the 
need for a systematic approach to the developments and prospects for the 

region. The meeting underscored the importance of sustainable development, targeted investments, and appropriate social poli-
cies, which are considered as key for the stabilisation of the region in the framework of an integrated economic system in the 
Mediterranean, also keeping in mind the requirements resulting from Climate Change. 

 

On 6 July 2015, following the second terrorist attack that took place in Sousse, PAM Secretary General went to Tunis, where he 
met the President of the Tunisian Parliament, H.E. Mohamed Ennanceur. In this meeting, PAM expressed its solidarity with the 
Tunisian people and addressed bilateral cooperation. 

 

On the occasion of the 70th UN General Assembly, on 26 September- 2 October, a high level delegation of PAM travelled to 
New York. The delegation, which covered all the events on a rotational basis, 
included Hon. Michel Vauzelle (France), Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso 
(Italy), Hon. Nathalie Amoratti Blanc (Monaco), Hon. Ninel Peia and Hon. Io-
nas-Florin Urcan (Romania), Mr. Mohammed Abu El Enein (Egypt – PAM 
former President), Mr. Majalli Whbee (Israel – PAM former vice- President), 
Prof. Angelo Riccaboni (Italy – Senior member of the PAM Academic Plat-
form), Amb. Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary General, and Amb. Shaukat Fareed, 
PAM Permanent Observer to the United Nations in New York. The mission to 
New York included a number of bilateral meetings and exchanges, with, inter 
alia, the ASG for Counter-Terrorism, Mr. Jean-Paul Laborde; several Executive 
Heads of UN Agencies and Programmes, the IOM; the UN Special Envoys for 
Libya, Syria and Lebanon; and a number of Heads of State and Government, 
and Ministers attending the New York events. In the course of the discussions, 
PAM was requested to host, in 2016, a joint conference to assess the implemen-
tation, by the national parliaments of the Mediterranean region, of the UNSC 

resolutions 2170, 2178 and 2199 under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. PAM will follow-up on these requests with the organiza-
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tion of a dedicated UN/PAM joint debate in the course of the first 
semester of 2016 in Rome. 

 

On 8-9 October, the second meeting of the PAM/UN/EU joint initia-
tive on Counter terrorism took place in Bucharest, Romania, as a 
Regional Seminar on the Implementation of Resolution 2178 on 
Foreign Terrorist Fighters (dedicated to MPs from the MENA, the 
Balkans and Southern Europe regions). The meeting was kindly 
hosted by the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of Romania. 
The workshop focused on national and regional strategies and ap-
proaches for effective preventive criminal justice responses to of-
fences related to FTFs, in line with international standards and in 
full respect of the Rule of Law. 

 

On 16-21 October, PAM participated at the 133rd Assembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, in Geneva, Switzerland. PAM was repre-
sented by Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso, Sen. Luigi Compagna (Italy) and Hon. Kasem Bilal (Palestine). In his speech, the 

Honorary President of PAM, after presenting the experience gained by 
PAM in fighting terrorism, proposed closer cooperation between PAM 
and IPU, which would further strengthen the mechanisms for regional 
and international parliamentary cooperation for an effective fight neces-
sary to counter the terrorist phenomenon at its roots. 

 

On 27-29 October, the program on Counter Terrorism continued as 
PAM, in collaboration with UNODC, co-organized in Malta a Regional 
Conference on “The role of the criminal justice system in the implemen-
tation of preventive and repressive strategies against foreign terrorist 
fighters: analysis of practical cases and sharing of good practices”. The 
meeting was part of the broader strategy launched by the international 
community to respond to the unprecedented growth of the threat of ter-
rorism, especially in the Mediterranean region, at which UNODC and 
PAM worked together in assuring the full Parliamentary engagement in 
fighting the FTF. PAM was represented at this meeting by Hon. Justyne 
Caruana (Malta), who re-

iterated PAM`s full support to the effort of the partners in the UN and the EU. 

 

On 5-6 November, PAM attended the International Conference on “South East Eu-
ropean Cooperation Process Parliamentary Assembly – Regional Synergies, Strate-
gic Cooperation and Parliamentary Diplomacy” in Sofia, Bulgaria. PAM was repre-
sented by the Secretary General Amb. Sergio Piazzi, who in his speech, highlighted 

the fields of common 
interest and possible joint 
actions of the South- East 
European Cooperation 
Process Parliamentary 
Assembly and other par-
liamentary organizations active in the SEE region. 

On 9 November 2015, PAM and the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Black Sea Economic Cooperation(PABSEC) signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding to foster cooperation between the two parliamen-
tary institutions. The Agreement provides for structured cooperation, 
exchange of information and consultation, and mutual advice on stra-
tegic issues. A number of joint activities will be carried out jointly by 

the two Assemblies on several topics, such as Migration, Human Rights and the fight against Corruption. 

 

Following the terrorist attacks in Paris on 13 November, PAM unreservedly condemned the heinous attacks that shook the 
French capital city, reiterating its commitment in the fight against terrorism. 
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PAM was invited, for the first time, due to its growing relevance in 
Counter-Terrorism activities, to attend and contribute to the 14th session 
of the Assembly of the States Parties to the Rome Statute of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, which was held in The Hague (Netherlands), on 
18-26 November 2015. 

 

 

On 22-23 November, PAM sent a high-level parliamentary 
delegation to Cairo, Egypt, in order to observe the political 
elections. 

 

On 24-27 November, PAM participated at the 106th session 
of the Council on International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), which granted the observer status to PAM. 

 

n 26-28 November, PAM attended NATO`s Parliamentary 
Assembly in Florence, Italy, represented by Sen. Frances-
co Maria Amoruso, Sen. Luigi Compagna and Amb. Ser-
gio Piazzi. 
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In 2015, PAM was particularly active on Energy issues, through its Energy Group of the Panel on Trade 
and Investments in the Mediterranean, with the participation at a number of high-level events. 

Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, Co-Chair of the Panel, represented PAM at the MEDGRID Euro-Mediterranean 
Meeting on Energy held in Brussels on 6 January, while MPs from the Parliament of Lebanon attended the 
Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue at the end of March. 

PAM Secretary General participated at the 3rd MEDENER International Conference “Towards the Euro 
Mediterranean platform: financing energy efficiency and renewable energy sources”, which was held in 
Naples in April. The Conference was a concrete opportunity to analyze in depth the topics related to the 
functioning of the ‘‘Euro Mediterranean Platform on Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiencyʹʹ 
(PRESEE) and to discuss on what could be the contribution and the role of different stakeholders acting to 
promote energy efficiency and renewable energy in the region. 

PAM Panel Co-President, Eng. Alessandro Ortis, attended the MEDREG Workshop on Interconnection 
Infrastructures in the Mediterranean, which was held in Egypt on 29 April and where the draft of a Memo-
randum of Understanding between PAM and MEDREG was finalized. 

PAM, represented by Amb. Qazi Shaukat Fareed, Permanent Observer to the UN in New York, participat-
ed at the second Annual Sustainable Energy for All Forum (SE4ALL) convened on 18-21 May 2015. The 
event was held in preparations for the September UN Summit where the Post 2015 Development Agenda 
was to be adopted. 

PAM was also invited to the General Assembly of MEDREG, 
which was held in Istanbul in May, and was represented by Hon. 
Fernando Serrasquiero and Hon. Renato Sampaio, members of 
the Portuguese delegation to PAM. 

At the end of June, Dr. Hafez El-Salmawy, President of 
MEDREG, and Amb. Sergio Piazzi signed a Cooperation Protocol to enhance the partnership between the 
two organizations. The objective is to develop common activities and deepen institutional relations with 
the scope to facilitate the work of national Parliaments in designing energy laws, most notably regarding 
the competences of Energy Regulators and the liberalization of energy markets. 

On 16 September 2015, Amb. Qazi Shaukat Fareed participated at the briefing on 
“Sustainable Energy for All – progress made, new leadership, long-term arrange-
ment SDG7 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. The event was ad-
dressed by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, who emphasized the importance of 
energy as the golden thread that connects economic growth, social equity, and 
healthy environment. The Head of the United Nations added that, to fully realize the 
power of Sustainable Energy for All, solid long-term institutional arrangements are 
required, and that, in this context, national Parliaments play a crucial role in assist-
ing investment in the renewable energy sector. 

Another important event related to the topic was the 3rd Euro-Mediterranean Expert 
group (EMEG) Meeting on “A Frame for a Comprehensive Understanding for Wa-
ter-Energy-Food Nexus”, which was held in Malta be-

tween 30 September and 2 October 2015, and which was attended by the Head 
of the Maltese delegation to PAM, Hon. Justyne Caruana. PAM’s intervention 
highlighted the importance of cooperation among the relevant players, by add-
ing that the Assembly’s work can contribute to make concrete, significant and 
encouraging steps forward for the stability of the region. 

Economic, Social and Environmental  
Cooperation, Development and Partnership 
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In October, PAM Secretary General attended two important meetings regarding Energy issues. On 14 Oc-
tober, Amb. Piazzi addressed the opening session of the AEIT Annual International Conference on “A Sus-
tainable Development in the Mediterranean Area”, in Naples, where the future of the integration of Electri-
cal Systems of the Mediterranean Area in a legal and regulatory framework has been analyzed. In his 
speech, PAM Secretary General emphasized the great importance of the link between cooperation and co-
ordination among key players in the sector, in the implementation of policies that could lead to the sustain-
able development of the region. 

On 15 October 2015, Amb. Piazzi also opened, through a videoconference, the meeting “Energy Demand 
and Climate Change: a Mediterranean Nexus”. The event, organised by Edison and held under the High 
Patronage of PAM, represented an important occasion for the Assembly to highlight its commitment in 
addressing issues such as Energy and Environment. 

With regards to Food Security, PAM strengthened relations with the University of Siena on the occasion of 
the 2nd SDSN Mediterranean Conference: “Solutions for Agri-food Sustainability in the Mediterranean”. 
Many members of the PAM Platform attended the Siena event in March, where several bilateral meetings 
were held on its margins, including those with additional academic and research institutions interested in 
joining the PAM Academic Platform. 

PAM also participated at the Private Sector Forum on Food Security in the Southern and Eastern Mediter-
ranean Region organized in Barcelona, on 5-6 May 2015, by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the Union 
for the Mediterranean (UfM). The PAM delegation was led by PAM Secretary General, who was accom-
panied by two members of the PAM Academic Platform. 

In October, PAM Secretary General attended the 
Opening Ceremony of the 42nd Meeting of the 
FAO Committee on Food Security “Making a 
Difference in Food Security and Nutrition”, held 
in Rome. The presence at the event underscored 
the Assembly’s priority to foster cooperation at 
the regional level, in order to guarantee to the 
peoples of the Mediterranean region an adequate 
access to food supply. Food Security is highly 
correlated to another important issue addressed 
by PAM: Waste Management. With regards to 
this, on 11-12 June 2015, PAM 2nd Standing 
Committee organised in Pavia the event dedicat-
ed to “Waste Management and Food Security”, 
which was presided over by Sen. Emma Fattorini 
(Italy), PAM Vice President and President of the Standing Committee. During this two day activity, the 
benefits from an adequate use of organic waste as nutrients in agriculture and its positive impact on protec-
tion of the environment and food security were analyzed. On that occasion, a visit to EXPO was also orga-
nized and a Memorandum of Understanding between PAM and the Inter-Academic Group for Develop-
ment (GID) was signed. 

On 5 October 2015, PAM addressed the opening session of the 15th Waste Management and Landfill Sym-
posium, organised by the International Waste Working Group in Cagliari. This important event represented 
a further step ahead in the activities carried out by the Assembly in the field, particularly after the meeting 
in 2014 in Caserta and the Conference that took place in Milan in June. 
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With regards to Climate Change, PAM participated 
at the MEDCOP 21 Mediterranean Climate Summit, 
held in Marseille, on 4-5 June 2015. The Summit 
was organized by the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 
Region, presided by H.E. Michel Vauzelle, who is 
also PAM Vice-President. The objective of the event 
in Marseille was to highlight the common commit-
ment in the fight against climate change and demon-
strated the contribution of local authorities, associa-
tions, businesses, and networks working as catalysts 
for sustainable development. The Summit was held 
in the context of the 21st Conference of Parties to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Paris, from November 30 to December 11, 
2015). 

On 5 November 2015, PAM participated to the Regional Workshop for Members 
of Parliaments, Media and Stakeholders on Climate Change Adaptation in the 
Mediterranean Coastal Area, organised in Athens. PAM was represented by Hon. 
Eleni Avlonitou, member of the Hellenic Parliament, who highlighted that adapta-
tion requires an institutional dimension, which should allow to plan and imple-
ment energy transition policies. At present this is a really pressing priority, which 
should be addressed at government level by Parliamentarians who have, as law-
makers, full legitimacy to call their government to develop the required adapta-
tion policies. 

Two other important events in the framework of the PAM 2nd Standing Committee were: “The Social and 
Environmental Progress: Europe in a Long-Run Perspective”, organized by WWWforEurope in February 
in Brussels and attended by Hon. Mohamed Laid Bibi, member of the 2nd Standing Committee, and the 
Conference on “Digital Integration and Efficiency in Textile and Clothing Value Chains across the Euro-
Mediterranean Area”, attended by Hon. Renato Sampaio and Hon. Fernando Serrasqueiro, which was or-
ganised in co-operation with DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs and Małopolska 
Kraków Region in April. 

On 12-13 April 2015, PAM MPs, Hon. Dif Allah Alsaideen (Jordan) and Hon. Fernando Serrasquiero 
(Portugal), participated to the Global Parliamentary Conference of the World Bank, which was held in 
Washington. 

With regards to transport issues, in the same month PAM. represented by Hon. Justyne Caruana, actively 
participated at the 1st Mare Forum in Malta, exploring the future of the shipping, marine and maritime in-
dustries in the Mediterranean, African and European region.. 

In June, Amb. Sergio Piazzi also participated to the 11th meeting of the 
Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre (REMPEC) for 
the Mediterranean Sea in Malta, which focused on the necessity of pre-
venting and reducing pollution from ships and combating pollution in case 
of emergency in the Mediterranean. 

On 20 October, PAM Secretary General participated to the Academy of 
Business In Society Annual Colloquium 2015 on “Global Sustainability 
Strategy – New models and approaches to achieve sustainable living”, 
hosted by the Bocconi University in Milan, Italy. In his intervention, 
Amb. Piazzi recalled that Sustainable Development represents a priority 
for the Assembly, which has tackled this issue from several angles, and 
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that for PAM cooperation at the regional level is fundamental in order to guarantee, to the peoples of the 
Mediterranean region, an adequate access to food supply, drinking water and energy resources through a 
sustainable development strategy. 

On 10 November, Eng. Alessandro Ortis represented PAM at the event “Micro-Economy project in sup-
port of bio-diversity”, held in Rome. PAM gave its high patronage to this initiative. 

PAM also attended the Commonwealth Business Forum, 
held in St. Julians, Malta, on 24-26 November, on the occa-
sion of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) 

On 26 November, Hon. Claudio Azzolini, PAM Honorary 
Member, represented the Assembly at the General Assembly 
of the Naples Industrialists Union. 

The end of the year saw PAM participating and contributing 
to two major events on Climate Change: the Paris Climate Change 
Conference (COP21), held from 30 November to 11 December, 
and, in the framework of the COP21, the IPU meeting on Climate 
Change, held on 5-6 December. PAM was represented by Hon. 
Ionas Florin Urcan (Romania) at the IPU meeting, and by Hon. 
Michel Vauzelle (France) at the COP21. 

In the framework of PAM efforts to enlarge its network of partner 
organizations, discussions are underway for PAM to exchange Ob-
server Status with the World Trade Organization (WTO), with 
whom a fruitful collaboration has been initiated.  
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 Soon after the PAM 9th Plenary Session in Mon-
aco, and on 11-12 February 2015, PAM Secre-
tary General addressed the EMUNI Annual Con-
ference, which was held in Potoroz, Slovenia. On 
that occasion, the importance of the cooperation 
process between EMUNI and PAM was under-
lined, following the participation of EMUNI at 
the launch of PAM’s Academic Platform in Cata-
nia in December 2014. This allowed PAM to re-
activate an important partnership. 

 

In the framework of the PAM Academic Platform activities, the Assembly was invited 
on 17 – 19 March 2015, to ‘‘Parmenides Forum VII: Common heritage and technolo-
gies: enhancement of heritage, a key to development”, which was organized by the Inter
-Academic Group for Development (GID), in Dubrovnik, Croatia. Hon. Luka Denona, 
Head of the Croatian Delegation to PAM, represented the Assembly at this event. The 
GID is a PAM partner organization, with which a fruitful cooperation has been long 
established in the framework of the PAM Economic Panel and the Academic Platform. 
A Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between our Assembly and the GID, 
in Milan, on 12 June 2015. 

 

On 30-31 March 2015, PAM was represented by Hon. Maria Conceição Pereira, Head of Delegation of the 
Portuguese Parliament, at the Council of Europe and Parliament of Portugal’s Conference on ‘North-South 
Migration Dialogue’, which was held in Lagos (Portugal). 

 

On 21-22 April 2015, Hon. Maria Conceição Pereira and Hon. 
Pedro Roque, from the Portuguese Parliament, represented PAM 
and addressed the UN General Assembly High-Level debate on 
‘‘Promoting Tolerance and Reconciliation: Fostering Peaceful, 
Inclusive Societies and Countering Violent Extremism”. The 
meeting was organized by the UN Secretary General, the Presi-
dent of the UN General Assembly and the High Representative 
of the UN Alliance of Civilizations, and was held in New York. 

 

On 14-15 May 2015, a major PAM meeting was held in Rabat, at 
the generous invitation of the Moroccan Parliament, and under 
the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI. The 
meeting addressed the topic of “Protection of Cultural Heritage 
threatened with Destruction”. This meeting was a milestone in 

PAM's activities and brought together MPs, members of UNESCO Executive Committee, regional organi-
zations and parliaments, legal experts and also experts from the academic world. During the conference, it 
was underscored that, in addition to the respect by States and combatants for existing international instru-
ments and conventions, there is a need for new methods and strategies to counter this recent trend of terror-
ist acts against cultural heritage. Furthermore, the participants stressed that at the international level, mech-
anisms should be created to closely monitor the trade of artefacts and consider and treat as criminals the 
buyers and dealers of stolen archaeological vestiges, as well as the use of military capacity as the last resort 
to defend the most important sites. The role of education was also raised. The young generations must be 
formed in order to eradicate the spread of an extremist mentality which facilitates the recruitment of youth 
to fight with terrorist groups like Daesh. 

 

Dialogue among Civilizations and  
Human Rights  
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PAM and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
organized the First Human Rights Induction Seminar for Parlia-
mentarians of the Mediterranean Region, which was held on 18 – 
19 June 2015, at the OHCHR HQ in Geneva, Switzerland. It was 
also the first time that the UN held a Human Rights training pro-
gramme for teams of parliamentarians ready to deploy on the field 
for emergency missions. The aim of the seminar was to familiarize 
PAM parliamentarians with human rights issues and related mech-
anisms; increasing their knowledge on the notion of protection of 
civilians, as well as providing tools to collect information, inter-
view victims, report their findings and address human rights issues 
in the field. The event was organized following the adoption of a 
Report at the 9th PAM Plenary Session in Monaco, where PAM member parliaments decided to set up a 
“Rapid Deployment Capacity Team” with a group of parliamentarians who would be deployed to conflict 
areas. 

 

On 6-7 July 2015, PAM was represented by Hon. Bilal Kasem 
(Palestine) and Hon. Nathalie Amoratti Blanc (Monaco), at the 15th 
Alliance Against Trafficking In Persons Conference - “People at 
risk: combating human trafficking along migration routes”, orga-
nized by the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE), in Vienna. The aim of the event was to further enhance the 
coherence of international efforts when addressing human traffick-
ing in the context of migration processes through an open exchange 
of best practices and lessons learned. In particular, the conference 
drew the attention to the impact of state migration policies on traf-
ficking in human beings, increasing risks of being trafficked during 

times of crisis, and the special vulnerability of unaccompanied minors on the move. Both PAM speakers 
underscored the commitment of PAM to establish a partnership with the OSCE and work together, as in 
the case of the UN System, through PAM’s unique parliamentary network, to achieve respect for human 
rights, ease the suffering of civilians in regional conflicts, strengthen the rule of law, and consolidate more 
coordinated efforts to fight against human trafficking, while assisting the most vulnerable members of so-
ciety in areas of conflict. 

 

At the end of September 2015, a PAM high-level delegation 
attended the United Nations Summit, where the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development was adopted. The document ex-
presses the general commitment of all countries in reaching, in 
the next fifteen years, 17 objectives aimed at fighting poverty 
and the huge social differences through paths of economic 
growth that, at the same time, can satisfy people’s needs and 
can preserve the environment. The PAM delegation at the UN 
Summit included Prof. Angelo Riccaboni, Rector of the Uni-
versity of Siena, in his capacity as member of the PAM Aca-
demic Platform. The 3rd PAM Standing Committee will pursue 
in 2016, through its activities and initiatives, the goals related to Sustainable Development. 

 

After having observed the Summer School of Palermo in June, PAM 
also participated, in October, at two events related to the activities of 
the PAM Academic Platform. The first was the Academy of Business 
in Society Annual Colloquium 2015: “Global Sustainability Strategy - 
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New models and approaches to achieve sustainable living”, hosted by the Bocconi University in Milan, 
Italy, on 20-21 October 2015. PAM Secretary General addressed the Plenary Session dedicated to the defi-
nition of a global sustainability strategy, during which a group of international leaders discussed societal, 
market-based and political strategies to advance the global sustainability agenda, and how to overcome 
conventional barriers to progress and change. In his intervention, PAM Secretary General recalled that 
Sustainable Development represents a priority for the Assembly and underlined the necessity to include the 

Academic world in the framework of sustainable development. 

 

The second event was PAM's participation at the UNIMED General Assembly, 
held in collaboration with the Sapienza University in Rome, on 21-22 October 
2015. PAM was represented by Hon. Michel Vauzelle, who underscored PAM's 
commitment in establishing a partnership with UNIMED. On that occasion, 
PAM Secretary General met UNIMED Secretary General and agreed to better 
structure the cooperation between the two organizations through the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

In light of the migration phenomenon and its humanitarian consequences in the Mediterranean Sea, PAM 
and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) are working to strengthen their cooperation and 
PAM was granted the Observer Status on 27 November. 

 

Furthermore, PAM has been invited, for the first time, due to its growing relevance in Human Rights, to 
attend and contribute to the 14th session of the Assembly of the States Parties to the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court, which was held in The Hague (Netherlands), on 18-26 November 2015. 

 

PAM is also working, in cooperation with the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the World Uni-
versity Consortium, at the creation of a "Knowledge Hub on Forced Migration and Employment for the 
Mediterranean”. Moreover, PAM is organizing with the collaboration of the Council of Europe, a training 
seminar for members of PAM at the European Court of Human Rights.  
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 PAM AWARD 2015 

 
Day after day, the Mediterranean region is becoming a more and more complicated theatre of 
challenges, and the months ahead, not years, are crucial to determine, with political courage, the 
concrete actions necessary to re-establish that sense of dignity and understanding, among the 
multicultural realities of the region, from Gibraltar to the Middle East. At the same time, PAM cannot 
but express relentlessly its full-unreserved condemnation of any form of violence and terrorism, which 
ultimately are directed to annihilate and destabilize the everyday lives of the innocent citizens of the 
countries in the region.  
 
In this critical scenario, PAM believes that every year, on the occasion of its annual gathering, a few 
selected personalities, organizations and citizens, who, in one way or another, contribute to a better future 
in the region, are manifestly recognized for their commitment. A few, which however, symbolically 
represent a much wider spectrum of positive experiences and examples we meet at the national and 
regional level around us.  
 
The PAM AWARD 2015 were presented to:   
 

 
 
 
H.E. Eng. Abdul Hadi Al Majali - Former Speaker of the 
Parliament of Jordan  
 

On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the setting up of 
PAM, we wish to express our gratitude to His Excellency Al 
Majali, under whose presidency of the Jordanian Parliament, 
PAM started its first steps, when the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in the Mediterranean (CSCM) process took 
on a new autonomous regional dimension. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
H.E. Dr. Angelo Farrugia Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Malta  
 

Hon. Farrugia is a leading figure in Parliamentary 
Diplomacy and strongly believes in the need to instill 
trust at the inter-parliamentary level. He also believes in 
the autonomous role of this democratic institution to be 
representative, transparent, accessible, accountable and 
effective.  Furthermore, he believes in the concrete 
contribution of the citizens in the political and 
legislative dialogue at the regional level. 
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 PAM AWARD 2015 

 

Hon. Michel Vauzelle Former 
President, Intermediterranean 
Commission of CRPM 

Hon. Vauzelle, is a long standing 
member of PAM and currently is 
also vice President of the 
Assembly. Today, in his capacity 
as former President of the 
Intermediterranean Commission 
of the Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions of Europe 
(CPMR), with this Award we 
would like to underscore his 

determination to remove the spectre of the rejection of others, xenophobia, racism and 
fundamentalism in the Mediterranean region, values which are at the heart of PAM’s 
mission and vision. 
Hon. Vauzelle also received the award on behalf of the Mayor of Paris,  Ms. Anne 
Hidalgo. 
Paris has been targeted on two separate occasions by vile terrorist attacks, which have not 
only caused the death of innocent people, but have also threatened a way of life, that sense 
of liberté, cherished and achieved through personal sacrifice , and which we augur to each 
and every citizen of the Mediterranean.  
 

 
On Behalf of the citizens of the Island of 
Lesbos in Greece, the Mayor Mr. Spyros 
Galinos   
 

No word has been spared to express 
compassion, solidarity, disbelief at the daily 
tragedies at sea experienced by migrants 
crossing to the European shores. We chose to 
Award the citizens of Lesbos for their sense 
of humanity. At the same time we consider 
them as representing other small Islands, 
facing such humanitarian emergencies in all 
the Mediterranean.  

 

 
Mr. Mustapha Bakkoury, President of the Masen 
Group, Morocco 
 

Energy and Climate Change are still fresh in our 
minds following the Paris Agreement at the COP21 
Conference in December.  The Moroccan Solar 
Energy Agency, Masen, is particularly active in the 
field of environmental protection and its Ourzazate 
project is certainly an example for many Member 
States of PAM, and not only. By 2020 the project 
will provide almost half of the country’s energy 
requirements. It will certainly contribute for a more 
environment friendly supply of energy. 
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 PAM AWARD 2015 

 
Prof. Giacomo Pignataro Magnificent 
Rector of the University of Catania, 
Italy 
Mr. Domenico Ioppolo Chief Operating 
Officer Campus Publishers – Italy 
 
In December 2014, PAM launched an 
Academic Platform to facilitate interaction 
among key actors in the fields of higher 
education and research. These include 
national parliaments, universities, research 
centres and the productive sector.  
 

 
 
It is a dynamic initiative that is growing 
constantly and although in its infancy is already 
bearing fruits. PAM would like to thank Prof. 
Pignataro for hosting the launching event at the 
University of Catania and for his expertise and 
input. We are also grateful to the tangible 
support offered by Dr. Ioppolo of Campus 
Publishers, who was instrumental for the 
success of the PAM initiative.   
 

 

 

 

The nominations for the PAM Awards 2016 are open and every PAM national 
delegation is encouraged to nominate prospective candidates from all walks of life, as 
long as they represent the ideals of the PAM’s Assembly, namely peace and 
prosperity for the citizens of the region.  
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PAM Calendar & International Events                       2015 

6 January MEDGRID – Euro-Mediterranean Rendez-vous on Energy II  Brussels, Belgium 

21-22 January Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States (PUIC)  I Parliament Istanbul, Turkey 

2 – 4 February 

 26th PAM Bureau Meeting 

9th Meeting of the Standing Committees 

9th PAM Plenary Session 

I 

II 

III 

National Council Monaco 

3 – 4 February 
 UN World Humanitarian Summit 

Consultations for the European region  
I 

UN 

Budapest, Hungary 

17 – 19 February 

Intl. Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law (IIJ) 

Designing Effective Workshops to address 

the Foreign Terrorist Fighter Phenomenon within a Rule of Law Framework 

(in cooperation with PAM) 

I 
IIJ 

Malta 

24 February 
 WWW for Europe – Social and Environmental Progress: Europe in a Long-Run 

Perspective  
II 

European Commission 

Brussels, Belgium 

  

26-27 February 

  

 Meeting of the PAM 1st Standing Committee 

UN/PAM Regional Seminar on Counter-terrorism for Parliamentarians of the  
Maghreb Region  

I Italian Senate, Rome, Italy 

  

26-27 February 

  

 International Conference 

Identity and Mediterranean Development (Conference under PAM auspices)  
II 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Rome, Italy 

3 – 5 March 
UN World Humanitarian Summit 

Consultations for the Middle East and North Africa region 
I 

UN 

Amman, Jordan 

11 March 
Parliamentary meeting Parliaments for Gender Equality: Priorities for Beijing 

+20 and beyond 
III 

New York, 

USA 

23 – 25 March 

Meeting of the PAM 1st Standing Committee 

UNODC First Regional Conference: “Foreign Terrorist Fighters : Threat Assess-
ment and Identification of Key Issues and Challenges in the National Legislative 

Frameworks”  

I 
UN / PAM 

Valletta, Malta 

24 – 26 March 
DIHAD 

12th International Humanitarian Conference 

  
I 

III 
  

Dubai, UAE  

  
26 – 27 March 

  
Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue II 

  
German Renewable Energy 

Federation 

Berlin, Germany 

  
28 March –  

1 April  
IPU 132nd Assembly 

I 
  

  
National Convention Cen-

tre—Hanoi, Vietnam 

30– 31 March 

 Council of Europe 

PACE and Parliament of Portugal 
 Conference on North-South Migration Dialogue 

III Lagos (Algarve), Portugal 

10 April 
 3rd MEDENER International Conference : Managing risk and financing for en-

ergy efficiency and renewable energy resources 

(under PAM auspices) 

II Naples, Italy 

12-13 April  World Bank - Global Parliamentary Conference  II Washington D.C., U.S.A. 

21-22 April 
 UN General Assembly special high-level meeting on violent extremism and 

terrorism  
III 

UNSG and UNGA,      New 
York 

22 April 
 Mare Forum: 

1st Mare Forum Malta 2015 

(under PAM auspices)  
II Valletta, Malta 

26 April – 1 May 

 Activity of the PAM 1st Standing Committee 

Mission to Beirut and Damascus 

  
I Lebanon and Syria 

http://www.theiij.org/
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  PAM Calendar & International Events                              2015                                

27-28 April 

European Commission in cooperation with the Malopolska Krakow Region 

Euro-Mediterranean Conference on Digital Communication, Energy and Resource Effi-

ciency in Textile and Clothing Industry in the Euro-Mediterranean Area 

II Krakow, Poland 

29 April  MEDREG Public Consultation on Infrastructure Investments in the Mediterranean  II Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt 

5-6 May 
 Private Sector Forum on Food Security in the Southern and Eastern Mediterrane-

an region  
II 

UFM 

FAO/EIB 

Barcelona, Spain 

11 May 

12 May 

 Second Speakers' Summit 

Session of the UfM PA 

 

B 

 Parliament 

Lisbon, Portugal 

14-15 May 

 Meeting of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee 

PAM Parliamentary Meeting on Protection of Cultural Heritage threatened with 

  

III 

Parliament 

Rabat, Morocco 

16 – 18 May 
 NATO PA 

Spring Session 

  

I 

  

Budapest, Hungary 

17 – 22 May  Second UN Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL) Forum II 

 

New York, 

USA  

18 – 19 May 
UNAOC 

World Forum for Intercultural Dialogue 
III 

  

Baku, 

Azerbaijan  

24 May MEDREG II Istanbul, Turkey 

25 May PAM 27th Bureau Meeting B Rabat, Morocco 

26 May 

Meeting of the PAM 1st Standing Committee 

PAM Parliamentary Meeting “Extremism, terrorism and tragedies of illegal immi-

gration in the Mediterranean” 

I Rabat, Morocco 

2 – 3 June ANIMA High level Seminar on Mediterranean Economic Diaspora II Aqaba, Jordan  

4-5 June MEDCOP21 B Marseille, France 

11-12 June 

  

 Meeting of the PAM 2nd Standing Committee 

Meeting of PAM Panel on Trade and Investments Waste Management Group & Visit 
to EXPO 2015  

II 
Confindustria 

Pavia and Milan, Italy 

15 – 17 June 
 11th Meeting of the Focal Points of the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Re-

sponse Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC)  
II Valletta, Malta 

18- 19 June 

Meeting of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee 

Joint UN-PAM Induction Seminar for PAM teams for peace support and promotion 
of Human Rights in the field 

III 

  
OHCHR 

Geneva, Switzerland 

  

6-7 July 
OSCE Alliance conference 

 People at risk: combating human trafficking along migration route  

  
III 
  

 OSCE Vienna, Austria 

  

9 July 
  

General Assembly of Confindustria  
II Caserta,Italy 

  
31 August – 

 2 September  
IPU Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament P UN, New York, USA 

7-8 September International Meeting on the Question of Palestine  I UN, Brussels 

16 September 

  
UN Briefing on Sustainable Energy for All - progress made, new leadership, long-

term arrangements, SDG7 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  
II UN New York, USA 

  25 Septem-

ber – 

 6 October  

  

UNGA: High-level segment of the 70th Session 

 Summit for adoption of post-2015 development agenda 

Counter-terrorism Implementation task force (CTITF) 

UNSG Special Meeting on Migration  

B UN New York, USA 

28 - 2 October  Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe Ordinary Session 2015  III Strasbourg, France 

30 September UN “Strengthening cooperation on migration and refugee movements under the I UN, New York USA 
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 PAM Calendar & International Events                            2015 
30 Septem-

ber – 2 Octo-
ber 

  
3rd Euro-Mediterranean Expert Group (EMEG) working on the “water-food-

energy nexus”  
II Balluta, Malta 

5 October 
  

15th International Waste Management and Landfill Symposium  
II Parliament, Sardinia, Italy 

8 – 9 October 

  
Meeting of the PAM 1st Standing Committee 

Joint UN-PAM Regional Seminar on Implementation of Resolution 2178 on 
Counter-Terrorism 

  

  
  
I 
  
  

Parliament 
Bucharest, Romania 

12-15 Octo-
ber 

42nd Session on World Food Security  II UN FAO, Rome 

14-16 Octo-
ber 

 World Humanitarian Summit Global Consultation I Geneva, Switzerland 

14-16 Octo-
ber 

 A Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean Area 
  
II 

  
MEDREG/MEDTSO, Naples, Italy 

15 October 

 EDISON Conference on Energy Demand and Climate Change: A Mediterranean 
Nexus 

(in cooperation with PAM)  
II Milan, Italy 

15-17 Octo-
ber 

 ROLEX Middle Sea Race 

(in cooperation with PAM)  
  Malta 

17 – 21 Octo-
ber 

IPU 133rd Assembly II CICG,Geneva, Switzerland 

20-21 Octo-
ber 

 OSCE Mediterranean Conference 

Common Security in the Mediterranean Region  
I 

  
Jordan 

27 October ILO meeting at PAM Headquarters  II St. Julians, Malta 

27-29 Octo-
ber 

 Meeting of the PAM 1st Standing Committee 

UN Regional Conference on Counter-Terrorism, Role of Criminal Justice.  
I 

UN/PAM 

Malta 

3-5 Novem-
ber 

Meeting of the Russian Parliamentary European Club I Nicosia, Cyprus 

5-6 Novem-

ber 

SEECP PA- Regional Synergy, Strategic Cooperation and Parliamentary Diplo-

macy 
I Parliament, Sofia, Bulgaria 

5-6 Novem-
ber 

 GEF/UNEP Mediterranean Workshop of Members of Parliament and other 
Stakeholders on Climate Change Adaptation in the Mediterranean Coastal Are-

as  
II Athens, Greece 

9 November 
PABSEC Secretary General at PAM Headquarters 

(signature of MoU) 
II St. Julians, Malta 

18-26 No-
vember 

14th Session of the Assembly of State Parties of the International Criminal Court 
I 

III 
The Hague, Netherlands 

21-23 No-
vember 

Activity of the PAM 1st Standing Committee 

PAM Mission to Egypt 
Observation of Parliamentary Elections 

I Cairo, Egypt 

24 Novem-
ber 

Open Meeting of the UN CTC and CTED’s Global Counter-Terrorism Research 
Network 

I UN New York, United States 

24-26 No-
vember 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 

Business Forum 
II Malta 

24-27 No-
vember 

106th Council Session International Organization for Migration 
I 

III 
Geneva, Switzerland 

25-27 No-
vember 

PABSEC 46th  General Assembly II Bucharest, Romania 

26 Novem-
ber 

 Union for the Mediterranean 

From Challenges to Opportunities: A common Development Agenda for the 
Mediterranean  

II Barcelona, Spain 

  
26-28 No-

vember 

 NATO PA 

Special Mediterranean and Middle East Group (GSM)  
  
I 

  
Florence, Italy 

 5-6 Decem-
ber 

  
IPU Parliamentary Meeting on Climate Change II Paris, France 

 30 Nov. – 

11 Dec. 
COP21 II Paris,France 

13 December 
International conference on Libya 

  
I Italian MFA, Rome 

18 December 28th PAM Bureau Meeting B Rome, Italian Senate 
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 PAM Calendar & International Events                                                                2016 

15 January  United Nations Alliance of Civilizations Meeting of the Focal 
Points  III 

UNAOC 

New York, USA 

24-25 January  11th Session of the PUIC Conference  I 
Baghdad, 

Iraq 

25 – 29 January 
 Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

Ordinary Session 2016  
I 

Strasbourg, 
France 

18-19 February 
 10th PAM Plenary Session 

and 29th PAM Bureau Meeting  

I 
II 
III 

Tirana, 
Albania 

  
19-20 February 

  

 Parliamentary Social Justice Forum 

 “Promoting Human dignity for living in unity” 

(in cooperation with PAM)  
III 

House of Councillors 

Rabat, Morocco 

22-26 February 
 Committee on Fisheries 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  
II 

Agadir, 
Morocco 

29 February – 1 March 

 International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

First session of the International Dialogue on Migration (IDM)  
  

III 
New York, 

United States 

14-15 March 

International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) 

Migrants in Countries in Crisis (MICIC) Regional Consultation for 
the Middle East and North Africa 

(under PAM auspices) 

III 
Valletta, 

Malta 

21 March Mediterranean Day   
Every Parliament 

  

19-23 March 
 IPU 134th  Assembly 

 23rd Meeting of Women Parliamentarians  
B Lusaka,  

Zambia 

21 – 23 March 

 Dubai International Humanitarian aid and  
Development Conference 

13th Edition  
B 

Dubai, 
UAE 

7 April Briefing on the Migrants in Countries in Crisis (MICIC) Initiative III 
UN Geneva, 
Switzerland 

10-11 April 23rd Conference of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union I 
Cairo, 
Egypt 

10-12 April 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) & Parliamentary Network on 

the World Bank 

Global Parliamentary Conference 
II 

Washington DC, 
United States 

11-12 April 
 Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

16th Conference of the  High-level Alliance against Trafficking in 
Persons  

I 
III 

Vienna, 
Austria 

18-22 April 2nd part of the Ordinary Session 2016 of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe B 

Strasbourg, 
France 

20-22 April 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly 

Special Mediterranean and Middle East Group (GSM)  
I 

Rabat, 
Morocco 

21 April Med-TSO General Assembly II 
Istanbul, 
Turkey 

25-27 April United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) Forum III Baku, Azerbaijan 

  
28-29 April 

  

 

The Economist 
Mediterranean Leadership Summit 

(in cooperation with PAM) 

II 
Valletta, 

Malta 

May (tbc) 

  
High-level meeting of the Parliaments of the countries of the 

Western Mediterranean Forum – 5+5 Dialogue  
“5+5 Dialogue”: Ministerial Conference of Foreign Affairs Ministers 

I France 

12-13 May 
 Official visit at PAM Headquarters by President of  the Commit-
tee on European Union Policies of the Italian Senate - Sen. Van-

nino Chiti  
III 

St. Julians, 
Malta 
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18-19 May MEDREG General Assembly II Malta 

20 May 
 Interparliamentary Assembly of the Commonwealth of Inde-

pendent States (IPA CIS) 

General Assembly  
B 

St. Petersburg, 
Russia 

23-24 May  UN World Humanitarian Summit  III 
Istanbul, 
Turkey 

24-25 May 
National People’s Assembly of the Parliament of Algeria 

“International Meeting on the New Challenges of Parliamentary 
Diplomacy” 

I 
Algiers, 
Algeria 

28-29 May 

 12th Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union 
for the Mediterranean 

(PA UfM)  
3rd Summit of Presidents (PA UfM) 

I 
  

Tangiers, 
Morocco 

28 -30 May 
 NATO Parliamentary Assembly 

Spring Session  
I 

Tirana, 
Albania 

1 June 
MedGeneration Project 

High Level Seminar on Economic Diaspora Mobilisation in the 
Mediterranean  

II 
Beirut, 

Lebanon 

11 June 
 South East European Cooperation Process Parliamentary Assem-

bly (SEECP PA) 

Plenary Session  
I 

Sofia, 
Bulgaria 

15 -24 June 
 World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 

68th Session of the Executive Council  
II 

Geneva, 
Switzerland 

29 – 30 June 
 Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation 

(PABSEC) 

47th General Assembly  
II 

Moscow, 
Russian Federation 

11 July 

  
 30th PAM Extended Bureau Meeting 

Hosted by the Parliament of Morocco  
B 

Rabat, 
Morocco 

18 - 19 July  MEDCOP 22  II 
Tangiers, 
Morocco 

18 - 22 July 

 Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

23rd Session of the Committee on Forestry 

and the 5th World Forest Week  
II 

Rome, 
Italy 

  
Week of 5 September 

(tbc) 

  

 PAM 1st Standing Committee 

Meeting in Amman on Security and population movements in the 
Middle East; 

visit to refugees camps in Jordan  
  
I 

Amman, 
 Jordan 

 PAM Mission to Israel and Palestine  
Israel, 

Palestine 

15 – 16 September  PACE European Conference of Presidents of Parliament  B 
Strasbourg, 

France 

19 September 
 UNGA: High-Level Plenary Meeting on Addressing Large Move-

ments of 
Refugees and Migrants  

B 
UN, 

New York, USA 

  
20 - 26 September 

 71st Session of the UN General Assembly – High Level Segment  B 
UN, 

New York, USA 

2nd week of October 

(tbc) 

 PAM 3rd Standing Committee 

Conference on Inter-Religious Dialogue  
III 

Rome, 
Italy 

24-25 October 
 Anne Lindh Foundation 

“Euro-Mediterranean Forum on Intercultural Dialogue”  
III Valletta, Malta 

26-27 October 
 International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

Second session of the International Dialogue on Migration (IDM)  
III 

Geneva, 
Switzerland 

October/November (tbc) 
 4th  Meeting of the Secretaries General of PAM Member and Part-

ner Parliaments  
  

B 
Morocco 

(tbc) 

October/November or 
early 2017 depending on 
the date of receipt of EU 

funds (tbc) 

PAM 1st Standing Committee 

PAM/UN Joint Meeting - Evaluation of implementation by nation-
al parliaments of UNSC Resolutions on Terrorism and FTFs 

I 
Italian Parliament 

Rome, Italy 

2nd Week of November 
(tbc) 

 PAM 3rd Standing Committee 

PAM 2nd Induction Course on Human Rights – in collaboration 
with European Court of Human Rights  

III 
Strasbourg, 

France 

  

13 November 
 Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 

Parliamentary Meeting on the occasion of the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP22/CMP12)  

II 
  

Marrakech, Morocco 

  

7-18 November  22nd Session of the United Nations Framework on Climate 
Change (COP22)  II 

Marrakech, Morocco 

  

1-2 December 

  

 PAM 2nd Standing Committee 

“3rd meeting on Waste Management – need for an integrated re-
gional approach”  

II Rome, Italy 
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Operational and Financial Report 2015  
 

In 2015, PAM has accomplished an astonishing amount of work with the available resources, and the Secretariat has been able to offer 

to PAM’s MPs a sound programme of activities rich of content, in line with the proposed work-plan.  

From a substantive point of view, 2015 was better than 2014. In fact, the Secretariat was able to organize a series of meetings of PAM’s 

Standing Committees (SCs), thanks to the cooperation of the Parliaments of Morocco, Italy and Romania. They hosted 4 interesting 

meetings of PAM’s SCs on issues covering Regional Security, Counter-terrorism, Migration, Human Rights, and the Protection of Her-

itage.  

Furthermore, in 2015, PAM also held a thematic meeting of the 2nd SC on Energy, Food Security and Waste Management. Thanks to 

the activities of the Academic Platform, PAM was also able to mobilize 200,000 Euro from Slovenia for scholarships to Egyptian and 

Tunisian students. 

In addition to these events, the PAM Secretariat was also able to provide its MPs with additional opportunities to meet, debate and con-

front the reality of the region and the challenges ahead. As an example, and thanks to the partnership with the Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, PAM was the first international parliament able to offer its MPs an induction seminar for them to 

travel to the field, as part of UN teams, and with their presence facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance and the protection of 

civilians. This training course was at no cost to PAM and, in November 2016, the European Court of Justice will host a second seminar 

in Strasbourg. 

With reference to the work programme for 2016, PAM Secretariat has addressed a message to the Focal Points of its national delega-

tions, seeking their assistance to prepare the calendar of activities. As of mid-April 2016, the Secretariat has received the following 

indications: 

 Jordan to host a meeting of the 1st Standing Committee in early September;  

 Morocco to host a meeting of the 2nd Standing Committee, in Ourzarzate in October 2016, the “Parliamentary MEDCOP 22” 

related to Renewable Energy and Climate Change, in preparation for the COP 22 Conference;  

 Italy to host a meeting of the 3rd Standing Committee relating to countering Violent Extremism and supporting inter-religious 

dialogue, scheduled to take place in the second week of October 2016.  

With reference to the activities of the 1st Standing Committee, at the request of the UN, and in cooperation with the European Commis-

sion, the Secretariat also plans to organize, in the fall of 2016, a major meeting with the UNSC Counter Terrorism Committee aimed at 

assessing how PAM national parliaments have implemented the provisions of the relevant UNSC Resolutions on Counter Terrorism 

and Financing of FTFs, in Rome. 

The PAM Secretariat has also requested the assistance of the French delegation to facilitate, if possible, the organization of the meeting 

of the parliamentary dimension of the West Mediterranean Dialogue 5+5 on the eve of meeting of the 5+5 Foreign Ministers. 

With reference to some basic facts relevant to PAM’s outreach last year, these are: in 2015, in addition to PAM’s own 13 activities, the 

Assembly managed to be represented at and to contribute to some 50 international events and to take part in key consultations. Half of 

these missions were at zero cost to the budget of the Assembly. In total, more than 200 PAM delegates attended the meetings of the 

PAM Standing Committees, the activities of the PAM Economic Panel and the Academic Platform, as well as those events where 

PAM’s presence was deemed to be strategic or essential for future partnerships. These activities included, among others, an electoral 

monitoring mission to Egypt, and a humanitarian mission to Syria and Leba-

non.  

Organizing these events, making sure that the opinion of PAM is considered, 

its role visible, and PAM considered a reliable partner, requires a lot of ener-

gy and investment by all of us. This is also one of the very basic responsibil-

ity of the Secretariat. 

In 2015, PAM conducted, in total, some 70 missions either to attend its own 

meetings or to be represented at conferences organized by other institutions. 

Out of them, 26 were attended exclusively by members of Parliaments. Addi-

Parliamentarians, 
26

Parliamentarians + 
Secretariat, 26

Secretariat, 6

SG alone, 
12
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tionally, 26 missions were conducted by PAM MPs and staff of the Secretariat together, and 18 by the staff of the Secretariat either to 

represent the President or a Vice-President, or to conduct preparatory meetings and consultations. It must be recalled that the PAM 

Secretariat counts on geographical proximity and on members of national delegations attending international meeting on behalf of their 

national parliaments, to ensure its presence at conferences and fora at no cost to the Assembly.  

For PAM’s external activities, including travel on mission, the Secretariat strictly follows the administrative Rules of the United Na-

tions. The missions conducted by the PAM Secretariat are intended to accompany MPs, represent the Presidency, prepare for meetings, 

hold consultations on delicate issues, define terms of partnerships, and reinforce cooperation with stakeholders.  

With reference to the Financial aspect of the Assembly, in Rome, on 18 December 2015, at the 28th Bureau meeting, and in accordance 

with PAM’s financial rules, and within the given delays, PAM’s SG presented an overview of the activities of the Assembly, the pre-

liminary figures about the expenditures for 2015, and the financial plan for 2016. On that occasion, the documents were approved unan-

imously.  

The PAM Bureau had proposed, in 2015, an increase of 10% in the national contributions in order to reach the original budget of the 

Assembly, as decided in 2009, and in doing so, to meet the new demands and challenges resulting from growing expectations of PAM. 

In Tirana, the Assembly did not endorse the proposal, and it was agreed to ask those countries owing arrears to PAM to honour their 

financial obligations, amounting to 372,000 Euro. This situation is the result of the conflicts and democratic transition in the region. 

Most of this amount, 173.000 is due by Libya; 110.000 by Egypt; 66,000 by Syria and 10,000 by Mauritania.  At the end of 2013, PAM 

had received a one off payment of Euro 30,000 from Libya. It is hoped that these countries will be able to pay these arrears, or part of 

them, in 2016. 

The financial figures for the year 2015 are clear. The theoretical income for 2015, based on the statutory assessed contributions from 

Member Parliaments for PAM’s regular budget, would amount to €736,800.00, whilst the actual income, which, this year – unfortu-

nately - did not include any arrears, reached €634,000.00, with a shortfall of €101,000 (13.8 %) on the regular budget. As of 15 April, 

the PAM Secretariat has already received 452,200 euro of contributions for 2016.  

In line with the provisions of the HQs Agreement, in 2015, PAM also received 5,900 euro of VAT refunds from the Maltese Govern-

ment. Outstanding VAT refunds, for past years, to the PAM Secretariat amount to some 15,000 euro.  

The expenditure in 2015, according to the records certified by the Audit, expressed in Euro, were as follows: 

Staff   € 490,000.00* 

Operational Costs  € 128,000.00         

External activities   €   94,000.00       

TOTAL                        € 712,000.00  

  

In 2015, the Secretariat has been able to meet all the deadlines and assume the workload by making use of:  

1) Qualified staff and interns. The Academic Platform provides us with eight excellent interns every year. 

2) A number of experienced Senior Advisers regularly assist the Assembly with dedicated support, at no cost to the organization. In 

addition, PAM benefit from the key services of PAM Permanent Observers in New York, Vienna and Geneva, and the Secretariat wish-

es to thank the Secretary General of IPU for extending to New York the agreement PAM has for the use of office space in Geneva, at 

no additional cost. 

With reference to the purchase of the airline tickets, it must be recalled that whenever PAM staff travels on duty, the administration 

buys the cheapest available tickets, most of the time on low cost airlines. The PAM Secretariat must also thank those institutions that 

have covered costs related to PAM staff travels when attending their events. Furthermore, with reference to the correct application of 

UN rules and procedures on Travel and per diem, the Audit, at the request of the PAM Secretariat, has certified the strictest respect of 

all the rules and administrative instructions. 

Considering that the annual budget of PAM is only ¼ of that of the NATO PA, the work of the PAM Secretariat is highly effective.  

It is important to recall that  in 2012  in order to ensure the most transparent and effective management of the PAM budget, in addition 

to the annual Audit, financial reporting and expenditure control, the PAM Secretariat outsourced its accounting and book-keeping to an 

international accounting company, which certifies each and every expenditure on a monthly basis, in line with UN procedures.  
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